Introduction
Black Education in Nineteenth Century New York City," Sandra Roff explores how, begrudgingly and often tactlessly, the Board of Education staffed many public schools in the late nineteenth century.
The issue also includes a special Historian's Corner essay by Kyle T. Bulthuis. It explores how historians have interpreted (and in some cases misinterpreted) the life, times, and contributions of Peter Williams-one of New York City's most one the most prominent African American residents of New York City during the early Republic. The issue also includes an eclectic collection of seven book reviews. We offer reviews of two recent biographies: one of Henry George that reminds us of his continuing influence on the theory and practice of political economy, the other on Commodore John Drake Stoat, whose little-known career illuminates our understanding of naval affairs from before the War of 1812 through the Civil War. Other reviewers examine books on the literary, visual, and material culture of New York City; the history of the Catholic Regis High School, also in New York City; and environmentalism as it relates to Storm King Mountain on the Hudson River. Finally, we include two reviews of books on spiritualism, including one on Jemima Wilkinson, the Universal Friend, and another on more eccentric spiritual movements in upstate New York.
Producing New York History has been and continues to be a privilege and challenge, and the editors cannot do it alone. Peer reviewers, colleagues, friends, hard-working and committed Research Assistants and our Research Assistant for Media Outreach Ms. Brittany Williams have made valuable contributions to the issue. We thank them and the journal's readers. If you have questions or comments about the journal's contents, we encourage you to contact us by electronic mail at publications@fenimoreart.org.
